
2nd Grade 
Lesson Plan Sample

1

Thank you for downloading this sample. This is meant to give you an 
example of how our lesson plans are formatted, in order to make sure 
that this program is a good fit for your classroom.  

Please keep in mind that:
• The lesson plans members get are fully editable, given in a 

PowerPoint format.
• Our members also have access to all of the student pages in digital 

format.
• We provide training to our teachers on how to use these lessons, so 

anything you don’t understand about the process will be easy to 
understand after our full 8 hour writing training, Success with 
Simplify Writing®.

Have questions? We’d love to answer them! Just send an email to 
April@simplifywriting.com. 

Find out how to join 
and simplify your 

writing block!

mailto:April@simplifywriting.com
www.simplifywriting.com


Digital Student Organizers

Share in units or easily split into daily files!
Google SlidesTM Files

Files can be exported for Microsoft 
OneDrive, SeeSaw, Nearpod, and more! 



Informational (Science Focus)
Week 2
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Lesson 1 Elements of Informational Writing

Lesson 2 Brainstorming

Lesson 3 Researching

Lesson 4
Researching

Day 2

Lesson 5 Organization: Planning
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Reference Text

How Animals and Insects Help Plants
Did you know that bees and butterflies help plants? Many plants need help from 
animals. Animals help plants make seeds. They also move seeds around. 

Pollination
Do you know what pollination is? It’s the way the flowers make fruit and seeds. 
Animals like bees, bats, and butterflies drink nectar from flowers. When they do 
that, they get some pollen on their bodies. When they move to another flower, 
some of that pollen comes off. That fertilizes the flower. Now, the flower can make 
fruit and seeds. When the seeds grow, they can make a new plant.

Seed Dispersal: Burr
There are many kinds of seeds. Some are burrs. They have spikes that stick to 
animal fur. You may have gotten burrs on your pants after walking through a field. 
Burrs often stick to dogs too. This is a way for the seeds to move. When the dog 
scratches off the burrs, they grow where they fall. In this way, the seeds move and 
spread.

Seed Dispersal: Droppings
Another way seeds can move is through droppings. For example, a bird might eat 
some fruit. The bird eats the seeds along with it. They go through the bird’s 
stomach and come out in their droppings. Then, the seeds grow where they fall.

Seed Dispersal: Burying
Finally, seeds might move when animals bury them. For example, squirrels find 
nuts and seeds. Then, they hide them. They save them for winter. Squirrels don't 
remember where they hid all the nuts. So, some of them grow into trees in the 
spring.

Helpful Animals and Insects
Without animals, plants could not reproduce. They could not spread their seeds. 
Next time you see a bee, bat, or squirrel, don’t think of them as pests. Instead, 
remember how they help plants. Without these animals, plants could not make 
new plants.
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Bees Help Plants

This animal makes a buzzing sound and can often sting. Do you 

know what it is? It’s a bee! Bees are much more than flying insects. 

They’re pollinators! That means they help plants make fruit and 

seeds. Bees are great pollinators. Bees can go to 5,000 flowers in 

one day! They have fuzzy bodies, which helps pollen stick to them 

when they visit a flower. When visiting another flower, some pollen 

falls off, or pollinates, the flower. Without animals like bees, plants 

couldn’t make new plants. After a bee pollinates a flower, the 

flower can make fruit and seeds. Without bees, some fruits and 

vegetables like tomatoes and peppers couldn’t grow. Next time you 

see a bee, thank it for helping plants!

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Week 2: Lesson 1
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade
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Purpose: I can identify the elements of an informational text.

Standard:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 

introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section.

Materials
Print
• Teacher model (pg. 7)
• Student page (pg. 8 )

Digital
• Student Page

Learning Goal
Students will identify and 
explain the elements of an 
informational writing using 
a mentor text. 

Success Criteria
• Criteria 1 – The student 

identifies at least one 
example of each 
element of an 
informational writing 
within a mentor text. 

• Criteria 2 – The student 
can explain how the 
examples they found 
within a text correctly 
identify each element 
of informational 
writing.

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):
1. (Distribute and display page 8.) Discuss the 

elements of an informational text.
2. As a class, create visuals to represent each 

element, and draw them in the middle column 
of the chart on page 8.

3. Read “Bees Help Plants” text together.
4. As a class, discuss examples of the different 

elements found throughout “Bees Help Plants” 
and have students color code the text according 
to the color-coding key on page 8 
“Informational Elements.” (Use page 7 
“Informational Elements – Teacher Model” as 
your guide.)

Student Portion (15-30 min.)
1. Using page 8 “Informational Elements,” students  

complete the chart identifying evidence from 
the text to support each element of the 
informational writing.

Closure (5-7 min.):
1. Come together as a class to discuss evidence 

from the text to support each element of 
informational writing. (Use page 7 as your 
guide.)

2. Review all informational text elements as a 
class, allowing students to add any examples 
they may have missed.

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Mini-Lesson Overview
Mini-Lesson Script:
• “Today, we’re going to look at an example of informational writing and identify what elements a good quality 

informational writing should have. Before we begin examining the informational writing closely, what do you already 
know about an informational piece?” [Allow students to share their ideas and prior knowledge. Use the discussion to 
guide your instruction on what needs further explanation or what elements will need to be introduced.]

• “This type of writing is like the explanatory/how-to writing we did earlier. The author is responsible for informing the 
reader about a topic. You use your knowledge, and knowledge you gather through research, to write an informational 
piece.”

• “Before we can begin our writing, first we need to know what to include. Let’s look over our mentor text and identify the 
elements that need to be included in informational writing.”

• [Display and distribute page 8. Read the text at the top of the page.] 
• [Use page 7 “Informational Elements– Teacher Model” as your guide.]“Let’s talk about some things we notice in this 

text.”
• Guiding Questions for Informational Writing Elements
• The author includes an introduction with a lead and a topic or idea with a clear focus.

• “What did the author explain to you?” 
• “What is the focus of the writing?”

• The author develops the topic with facts and vocabulary and definitions, using clear language.
• “Did the author share their knowledge about this topic using clear and precise language?”
• “Did the author include any facts to support their writing focus?”
• “Do you see any vocabulary with definitions that help you to better understand the text?”

• The author groups information together in an order that makes sense.
• “How did the author add details to help you better understand the topic?”
• “Did the author write in an order that makes sense and flows well together?”

• The author includes a conclusion statement or section.
• “How did the author let the reader know this was the end of the text?”

• “Let’s review these elements and think of a visual, or drawing, we can use to represent each one.” [As a class, think of 
something to represent each element and add to the chart in the middle column – you draw it, then have students sketch 
it on their page.] 

• “Now we will become element detectives! Our mission is to find all the informational elements within our text, ‘Bees 
Help Plants.’ Let’s read through the text together and look for the topic, or what the paragraph will be about. When you 
hear it, give me a thumbs up.” [Continue using page 7 as your guide. As students identify the elements in the text, guide 
them through highlighting or underlining in the correct color according to the color-coding key.] 

• “Now that we’ve identified the elements in the text, it’s your turn to complete the chart with the supporting evidence 
for each element.”

• [Give students work time, then close as a class going over the chart and allowing students time to make corrections as 
needed.]

Week 2: Lesson 1
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL

q Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic

q Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece

q Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials
q Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest

q Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts
q Provide additional examples
q Provide additional work time
q Allow for differentiated product
q Chunk Tasks
q Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation
q Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames)
q Peer Mentor

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Informational Elements

This animal makes a buzzing sound and can often sting. Do you know what it is? 

It’s a bee! Bees are much more than flying insects. They’re pollinators! That means 

they help plants make fruit and seeds. Bees are great pollinators. Bees can go to 

5,000 flowers in one day! They have fuzzy bodies, which helps pollen stick to them 

when they visit a flower. When visiting another flower, some pollen falls off, or 

pollinates, the flower. Without animals like bees, plants couldn’t make new plants. 

After a bee pollinates a flower, the flower can make fruit and seeds. Without bees, 

some fruits and vegetables like tomatoes and peppers couldn’t grow. Next time 

you see a bee, thank it for helping plants!

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 

Element Evidence From Story

The author includes an 
introduction with a lead and 
a topic or idea with a clear 
focus.

The topic is introduced with a mystery 
lead and the topic is stated that bees are 
pollinators, meaning they help plants 
make fruit and seeds.

The author develops the 
topic with facts and 
definitions using clear 
language.

There are vocabulary words like 
“pollinates” and “pollinators.” 
There are many facts included to support 
the topic, like bees’ fuzzy bodies helping 
to carry pollen.

The author groups 
information together in an 
order that makes sense.

The paragraph flows in a way that makes 
sense and doesn’t jump around from 
topic to topic.

The author includes a 
conclusion statement or 
section.

The author ends the writing by restating 
the topic that bees help plants and giving 
a call to action for the reader to thank a 
bee for doing so.

Color-Coding Key
Green = topic Blue = conclusion     

Purple = vocabulary and definitions        Yellow = supporting facts 

Bees Help Plants

Teacher Model
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Informational Elements

This animal makes a buzzing sound and can often sting. Do you know what it is? 

It’s a bee! Bees are much more than flying insects. They’re pollinators! That means 

they help plants make fruit and seeds. Bees are great pollinators. Bees can go to 

5,000 flowers in one day! They have fuzzy bodies, which helps pollen stick to them 

when they visit a flower. When visiting another flower, some pollen falls off, or 

pollinates, the flower. Without animals like bees, plants couldn’t make new plants. 

After a bee pollinates a flower, the flower can make fruit and seeds. Without bees, 

some fruits and vegetables like tomatoes and peppers couldn’t grow. Next time 

you see a bee, thank it for helping plants!

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 

Element Evidence From Story

The author includes an 
introduction with a lead 
and a topic or idea with a 
clear focus.

The author develops the 
topic with facts and 
definitions using clear 
language.

The author groups 
information together in 
an order that makes 
sense.

The author includes a 
conclusion statement or 
section.

Color-Coding Key
Green = topic Blue = conclusion     

Purple = vocabulary and definitions        Yellow = supporting facts 

Bees Help Plants



Week 2: Lesson 2
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade
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Purpose: I can use prior knowledge, along with information I read, to brainstorm about a topic for  
a given prompt.
I can brainstorm questions to research to build my knowledge on my topic and answer  
questions I may have.

Standard:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a 

topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or 
section.

Materials
Print
• Teacher model (pg. 11)
• Student page (pg. 12)

Digital
• Student Page

Learning Goal
The student will determine 
a topic to pursue in 

response to the prompt 
and begin to brainstorm 
what information will need 
to be gathered in order to 
answer the prompt.

Success Criteria
• Criteria 1- The student 

determines a topic to 
pursue in response to 
the prompt.

• Criteria 2- The student 

brainstorms at least 
two items for each 
category of the graphic 
organizer (facts they 
already know, 
questions they still 

have, and resources 
they can use).

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):
1. (Display and distribute page 3.) Read aloud “How Animals and 

Insects Help Plants” as a class. (Students should just listen for the 
gist, or main idea, of the text.)

2. (Distribute page 12.) Introduce the prompt to the class. Discuss 

the prompt and answer any questions students may have.
3. Reread “How Animals and Insects Help Plants” and have 

students underline the animals and insects mentioned in the 
article.

Note: You may want to write these on the board or create an 
anchor chart for students to reference.

4. (Use page 11 as your guide.) Model choosing the topic “How 
Bees Help Plants” and think aloud as you complete the graphic 
organizer.

5. Keep the completed organizer on display for students to 
reference as they work.

Student Portion (15-30 min.):
1. Have students select the animal or insect from the article that 

they want to learn more about how they help plants.
2. Have students complete the graphic organizer on page 12 with 

their chosen topic.

Closure (5-7 min.):
1. Students share their topics and at least one question they will 

research.

Note: Before Lessons 3 and 4, gather sources for students to use. 
Visit the school library and have the librarian pull books for you. 
Choose a few student friendly websites for students to use.

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Mini-Lesson Overview
Mini-Lesson Script:
• "Today, we will begin thinking about what we will be researching for our own informational writing. Our topic will be 

how animals and insects help plants.”
• [Display and distribute page 3.] “First, we will read our reference text. As I am reading, I want you to listen and get the 

gist, or what the text is mostly about. Once we are done reading, I will discuss our prompt for the unit.” [Read text.]
• “Our prompt for this unit is ‘Plants depend on animals and insects to help them survive. Pick an animal or insect and 

research how it helps the plant through either pollination or seed dispersal.’ Our reference text mentions several 
animals and insects that help plants in this way.”

• “Next, we will read our text again with a different purpose. This time as I read, you will be listening to decide what 
specific topic you want to write about. As you read, underline the animals or insects mentioned in the text.” [Reread 
reference text.]

• “Now that we have read our text twice, I think we have a lot of topics to choose from! Let’s share some animals or 
insects mentioned in the article that you want to research more.” [Allow for discussion.]

• [Display page 12. Use page 11 as your guide.] “Now it’s time to choose your topic. I will model for you how to choose a 
topic and brainstorm how to find enough information to teach someone else about how your chosen animal or insect 
helps plants. Remember, we need to only write down information as it relates to the prompt, not everything we know 
or wonder about the animal or insect.” [Model choosing “Bees Help Plants" as your topic and thinking aloud what you 
already know that relates to the topic, questions you have, and resources you can use for further research.]
• “The author of the mentor text picked bees from this text to further research. We are going to cross that off 

the list of choices for you to choose from since that’s what all our models will show [Cross “bees” off 
animal/insect choice list]. For the animal or insect you choose, there will be facts that you can find in the 
reference text to include here. I am now going to write what I learned about bees helping plants from this 
reference text in my graphic organizer.” [Model paraphrasing the information into the "What I Already Know" 
column.]

• “Even though I read our text on animals and insects helping plants, I still have a lot of questions that I want to 
research. I will write my questions here.” [Share aloud questions you still have. You can use the ones from the 
teacher model or others you have.]

• "There are several places I can look to answer these questions. I will write my ideas here.” [The teacher model 
includes just some examples. Make sure to include the resources you will have available for your students.]

• [Distribute page 12.] "Now it is your turn to choose a topic and think about how you are going to teach someone all 
about it.”

• “Remember, we don’t copy facts straight from the text. We paraphrase, or write in our own words, the facts.” [Allow 
student work time.] 

• “Great work today. Share your topic with a partner and one question you have about your topic.” [Allow discussion.]
Note: Be sure to gather some resources for students to use in the next lesson. Visit the school library or have the 
librarian pull books for you. Gather 4-5 student friendly websites for students to use.

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL

q Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic

q Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece

q Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials
q Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest

q Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts
q Provide additional examples
q Provide additional work time
q Allow for differentiated product
q Chunk Tasks
q Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation
q Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames)
q Peer Mentor

Week 2: Lesson 2
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Brainstorming: Informational (Science Focus)

Prompt: Plants depend on animals and insects to help them survive. 
Pick an animal or insect and research how it helps the plant through 

either pollination or seed dispersal.

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 

Teacher Model

My Topic: How ____________ Help Plants

What I Already 
Know

Questions I Still 
Have

Resources I Can Use 
to Learn More

• Bees fly from 
flower to flower.

• Plants need 
pollen to make 
fruit and seeds.

• Flowers contain 
pollen.

• What helps 
pollen stick to a 
bee?

• Why do bees like 
flowers?

• How does pollen 
help plants?

• How does pollen 
help bees?

• Books from the 
school and 
public library

• Credible online 
resources like 
National 
Geographic Kids 
or PebbleGo

• Ask an expert

Bees
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Brainstorming: Informational (Science Focus)

Prompt: Plants depend on animals and insects to help them survive. 
Pick an animal or insect and research how it helps the plant through 

either pollination or seed dispersal.

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 

My Topic: How ____________ Help Plants

What I Already 
Know

Questions I Still 
Have

Resources I Can Use 
to Learn More



Week 2: Lesson 3

Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade
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Purpose: I can use research information on my topic and put it into my own words as I 

prepare to write my informational piece.

Standards:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce 

a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement 

or section.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7 - Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read 

a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8 - Recall information from experiences or gather information 

from provided sources to answer a question.

Materials
Print
• Teacher models (pgs.15-17)

• Student page (pg.18)

Digital
• Student Page

Learning Goal
The students will use a provided 

source to research and add 

information that supports their 

topic.

Success Criteria
• Criteria 1- The student 

uses the reference text to 

find information to answer a 

question they have about 

the topic.

• Criteria 2- The student 

paraphrases at least one 

statement from the source.

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):
1. (Display page 12 completed in previous lesson.) 

Review the prompt and read over the brainstorming 

graphic organizer.

2. (Display page 16, using page 15 as your guide.) 

Discuss paraphrasing verses plagiarism.

3. (Display pages 3 and 18. Use page 17 as your guide.) 

Model and think aloud as you paraphrase text from 

“How Animals and Insects Help Plants.” Be sure to 

point out where the information came from in the 

text and how you put it in your own words. 

Student Portion (15-30 min.):
1. (Distribute page 18, copied double sided. Students 

have page 3 from a previous lesson.) Have students 

use the reference text (page 3) to begin answering 

questions from their “Brainstorming” graphic 

organizer (page 12, completed in a previous lesson).

2. Students paraphrase information that answers their 

questions, facts, and domain-specific vocabulary on 

their “Research” graphic organizer (page 18).

Closure (5-7 min.):
1. Gather students together and discuss what was 

successful and what was hard for them. (Include 
teaching and modeling through any challenges in 
Lesson 4 Mini-Lesson.)

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 
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Mini-Lesson Overview
Mini-Lesson Script:
• [Display page 12 completed from previous lesson.] “Today, we begin researching our topic we chose in lesson 2. You will use 

your ‘Brainstorming’ graphic organizers to help you think about what information you need in order to answer your 
questions. We may not find an answer to every question we have and that is okay. We will do our best to research and find 
what we can. Let’s review our prompt,  ‘Questions I Still Have’ from the ‘Brainstorming’ page, and then get started 
researching to find the information needed to support the prompt.” [Review the prompt with students and revisit your 
“Brainstorming” graphic organizer.]

• [Display page 16, use teacher model page 15 as your guide.] “We’re going to be using many resources to help us write our 
informational paragraph. When we use other sources for research, we need to make sure to paraphrase the information not 
plagiarize. Let’s go over what that means.” [Read through page 16 as a class and discuss the examples.] 

• “Paraphrasing is when we summarize the information we have learned. We want to keep important vocabulary and 
information, but we must put the information into our own words. This is so we do not steal someone else’s work.”

• “Now it’s time to start gathering information for our informational writing. When we research, we want to look for answers 
to the questions we have about the topic, as well as any additional facts or vocabulary that will help the reader better 
understand our topic.”

• [Display reference text from page 3 and page 18. Use page 17 as your guide.] “I am going to use ‘How Animals and Insects 
Help Plants’ as my first source. I need to make sure I paraphrase my information when I put it into the ‘Research’ graphic 
organizer. We also want to write the source, or where we got the information from. That way we know what sources to give 
credit to for helping us find information when we finish our writing.” [Model paraphrasing information using “How Animals 
and Insects Help Plant” and writing the source.]
• Note: 2nd graders aren’t expected to know how to do a proper works cited page, but it is good to teach them to write 

the title of an article, book, or website to start teaching them the concept.
• [Distribute page 18, copied with the same page double sided so students can use up to 4 sources.] “Now it is your turn to do 

some research. First, you need to start by looking at the questions you asked in your ‘Brainstorming’ organizer. Today, 
you’re going to use ‘How Animals and Insects Help Plants’ to research and try to answer questions you have. Tomorrow, we 
will use other resources to continue our research.”

• [Allow student work time. Help students as needed – you know your students best. You may also need to stop them along the 
way as they run into things you need to discuss with the rest of the class. Make note of things you may need to review before
continuing research in the next lesson.]

• “Great job researching today. Let’s talk about a star and a step about your research process today. What’s something that 
went well, a star, and what’s something that was challenging that you may need steps or suggestions to help you be more 
successful with tomorrow?” [Allow for student responses.]

Note: Before tomorrow’s lesson, make sure you have additional research sources collected for the teacher model (bees as 
pollinators) as well as the following topics your students may have chosen.

Week 2: Lesson 3
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL

q Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic

q Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece

q Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials
q Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest

q Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts
q Provide additional examples
q Provide additional work time
q Allow for differentiated product
q Chunk Tasks
q Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation
q Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames)
q Peer Mentor

©2020 Simplify Writing™ 

• animals that spread seeds through burrs getting stuck in their fur
• animals that spread seeds through burying them
• animals that spread seeds through droppings

• bats as pollinators
• butterflies as pollinators
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Teacher Model

Adding information from different sources is a great way to elaborate on 
your topic. It’s important to understand how to correctly use information 

from texts and other sources.

Paraphrasing vs. Plagiarizing
Paraphrasing is when you reword something written or spoken by 
someone else. We use this when we read and understand a text, then 
explain what you’ve learned from it in our own writing. 

Plagiarism is when we copy the exact words from a text into our own 
writing and claim it as our own. It’s considered stealing someone’s 
words, so we should never do it!

How to Use Source Information In Your Writing:

Paraphrasing vs. Plagiarizing

Information: “We are responsible for 80% of pollination by insects. What 
does that mean for you? If we didn't pollinate the flowers, it would 
affect your fruit and vegetable supply.”

Source: Animal Planet

Paraphrasing or Plagiarism? Paraphrasing or Plagiarism?
Bees pollinate 80% of plants, so 
we can continue to enjoy many 
fruits and vegetables.

We are responsible for 80% of 
pollination by insects. What 
does that mean for you? If we 
didn't pollinate the flowers, it 
would affect your fruit and 
vegetable supply.

This is an example of 
plagiarizing because it is 

directly copied. These are the 
exact words from the text, with 
no quotes or telling the source:

This is an example of 
paraphrasing because it takes 

the information from the 
source and rewrites it, so the 
meaning is the same, but the 

words are different.
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Adding information from different sources is a great way to elaborate on 
your topic. It’s important to understand how to correctly use information 

from texts and other sources.

Paraphrasing vs. Plagiarizing
Paraphrasing is when you reword something written or spoken by 
someone else. We use this when we read and understand a text, then 
explain what you’ve learned from it in our own writing. 

Plagiarism is when we copy the exact words from a text into our own 
writing and claim it as our own. It’s considered stealing someone’s 
words, so we should never do it!

How to Use Source Information In Your Writing:

Paraphrasing vs. Plagiarizing

Information: “We are responsible for 80% of pollination by 
insects. What does that mean for you? If we didn't pollinate the 
flowers, it would affect your fruit and vegetable supply.”

Source: Animal Planet

Paraphrasing or Plagiarism? Paraphrasing or Plagiarism?
Bees pollinate 80% of plants, so 
we can continue to enjoy many 
fruits and vegetables.

We are responsible for 80% of 
pollination by insects. What 
does that mean for you? If we 
didn't pollinate the flowers, it 
would affect your fruit and 
vegetable supply.



My topic: How Bees Help Plants

Source Facts, definitions, details, quotations, examples, or other information I 
learned from the text, in my own words:

Source:
“H

ow
 Anim

als and Insects H
elp 

Plants”

Source:

18

Research

Teacher Model

• Bees like nectar from flowers, and when 
they’re there they get pollen on them.

• Pollen helps plants makes fruit and seeds to 
grow another plant of the same kind.

Guided Discussion Suggestions
• “I’m looking at the section in the article that talks 

about bees. I see from the text that bees help 
flowers through pollination.”

• “The questions I have on my organizer are: 
• What helps pollen stick to a bee?
• Why do bees like pollen?
• How does pollen help plants?
• How does pollen help bees?”

• “What information can I get from this text to help 
answer these questions?”

• “How can I paraphrase this information?”
• “What questions might I still need to answer?”
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My topic: 

Source Facts, definitions, details, quotations, examples, or other information I 
learned from the text, in my own words:

Source:

____________________________

Source:

____________________________
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Purpose: I can use research information on my topic and put it into my own words as I 
prepare to write my informational piece.

Standards:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 

introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7 - Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., 
read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science 
observations).

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8 - Recall information from experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a question.

Materials
Print
• n/a

Digital
• n/a

Learning Goal
Students will use 
provided sources to 
research and add 
information that supports 
their topic.

Success Criteria
• Criteria 1- The 

student uses the 
multiple provided 
sources to answer 
questions they have 
about the topic.

• Criteria 2- The 
student paraphrases 
at least one 
statement from each 
source.

Mini-Lesson Steps (15 min.):
1. (Display page 12 and 18 completed in previous lessons.) 

Review the prompt and read over brainstorming graphic 
organizer.

2. Review and reteach any challenges from yesterday’s 
student research session as needed.

3. Model and think aloud questions that need to be 
answered and using resources you found to answer 
those questions.

Note: You may want to model using a digital source today if 
that option is available to students. You may also want to 
teach about how text features can help locate information 
quickly (ex. using the table of contents to help locate the 
correct chapter and using a glossary to help locate 
definitions of important vocabulary).

Student Portion (15-30 min.):
1. Have students continue their research today, writing the 

information and sources on page 18 “Research” graphic 
organizer.

Closure (5-7 min.):
1. Have students share with a partner the most helpful 

resource they used and why it was so helpful.
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Mini-Lesson Overview
Mini-Lesson Script:
• “Today, we’re going to continue finding answers to questions we have to help us 

better understand how our chosen animal or insect helps plants survive.”
• “We used the reference text yesterday to search for the answers to our questions, and 

today we’re going to use other resources I’ve gathered for you.”
• “In your research for your informational writing, you need to find answers to 

questions that support the prompt as well as look for and paraphrase facts and 
vocabulary that help the reader better understand how your animal or insect helps 
plants.”

• [Review how to reference “Brainstorming” page for questions to answer and finding 
and paraphrasing information from credible sources.]

• [Display page 18 and continue finding information about bees as pollinators from 
sources you gathered to answer questions from “Brainstorming” page 12 and 
modeling paraphrasing the information on page 18.]
• Note: You will need to find your own sources and may want to display them and 

have student practice paraphrasing the information orally in partners or small 
groups.

• “Now it’s your turn. Use the resources I have provided for you to continue researching 
your topic and the information you need to support your answer to the prompt.”

• [Allow student work time. Help students as needed – you know your students best. 
You may also need to stop them along the way as they run into things you need to 
discuss with the rest of the class.]

• “Great job researching and finding answers to your questions that will support your 
topic and help you write your informational piece. Talk with a partner about what 
resource you found most helpful today and why it was so helpful.”

Week 2: Lesson 4
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL

q Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic

q Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece

q Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials
q Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest

q Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts
q Provide additional examples
q Provide additional work time
q Allow for differentiated product
q Chunk Tasks
q Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation
q Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames)
q Peer Mentor
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Purpose: I can sort information I have gathered to answer questions that support a  

topic.

Standard:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 

introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 

concluding statement or section.

Materials
Print
• Teacher models (pgs. 23-24)

Digital
• n/a

Learning Goal
Students will match information 

gathered from research to the 

question it answers.

Success Criteria
• Criteria 1- The student 

identifies evidence from 

their research to support at 

least 3 questions they had 

about their topic.

• Criteria 2- There is evidence 

matched with the question 

successfully and it answers 

the question.

Mini-Lesson and Student Portion (30 - 45 min.):
Note: The Mini-Lesson and Student Portions will 
alternate for this lesson, pausing after each 
teacher modeling section (placing a number 
beside a question and the same number beside 
each fact, vocabulary, or example that answers 
that question) to allow student work time.

1. (Display pages 12 and 18 completed in previous 
lessons.) Review the “Brainstorming” and 

“Research” organizers from previous lessons. 

Students will use both organizers for this 

lesson.

2. (Use pages 23 and 24 as your guide.) Write the 

number 1 beside the first question on page 12. 

3. Model finding evidence that helps answer that 

question on page 18.

4. Allow students to do the same with their first 

question on their “Brainstorming” page and 

evidence from their “Research” page.

5. Repeat steps 2 - 4 with ascending numbers for 

the remaining questions/supporting evidence.

Closure (5-7 min.):
1. Have students get with their partner and share 

one question they had from their 

“Brainstorming” page and one piece of 

evidence they found through their research to 

answer it.
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Mini-Lesson Overview

Mini-Lesson Script:
• “Wow! We have found a lot of great information on our topics the past two days! Now, we 

will organize our information into topics, or categories. These topics will help us as we keep 
our paragraph in an order that makes sense in our informational piece.”

• [Display pages 12 and 18 completed from previous lessons. Use pages 23 and 24 as your 

guide.] “Coming up with categories, or topics, can be a bit tricky, but we can use our 
questions from the brainstorming page as a starting point because that is what guided our 
research.”

• “I’m going to start organizing my information by looking at my ‘Brainstorming’ page and write 
a number 1 for the first question.” [Model using page 23 as your guide.]

• “Then, I’m going to look in my ‘Research’ graphic organizer and search for evidence I found 
that answers that question using vocabulary, examples, or details. I’m going to put the same 
number beside my evidence as the question it matches, so in this case, number 1.” [Model 

using page 24 as your guide.]
• “Now it’s your turn to do this. Use your ‘Brainstorming’ and ‘Research’ pages to number your 

first question and write a 1 beside the supporting evidence from the research you 
completed.” [Allow student work time.]
• Note: Explain to students that if a question does not have any supporting evidence, 

they either need to do more research to gather more information, eliminate that 

category, or combine two categories together. Model how to do this if possible.

• [Continue with remaining questions from “Brainstorming” page and evidence from 

“Research” page.]
• Note: Only the information from the reference text “How Animals and Insects Help 

Plants” is included on the teacher model. You will have other information (and possibly 

different questions) depending on what you researched and wrote in previous lessons.

• “Great job matching your topics and evidence today. In the next lesson, we will organize it to 
help it flow better. Tell a friend a question you had and the evidence you found to support it 
in your research.”

Check or highlight any modifications you will make for this particular lesson:

Strategies for Gifted & Talented Learners Strategies for Students with Disabilities or ELL

q Provide opportunity for further research on a 
related topic

q Allow for the production of a multimedia or visual 
presentation to accompany the writing piece

q Use of advanced supplementary/reading materials
q Allow for flexible grouping or collaborative writing 

opportunities based on ability or interest

q Pre-Teach/Re-Teach concepts
q Provide additional examples
q Provide additional work time
q Allow for differentiated product
q Chunk Tasks
q Take Student’s Dictation/Provide Recording 

Equipment for Student Dictation
q Language Scaffolds (i.e.: sentence frames)
q Peer Mentor

Week 2: Lesson 5
Informational (Science Focus) | 2nd Grade
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Brainstorming: Informational (Science Focus)

Prompt: Plants depend on animals and insects to help them survive. 
Pick an animal or insect and research how it helps the plant through 

either pollination or seed dispersal.
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Teacher Model

My Topic: How ____________ Help Plants

What I Already 
Know

Questions I Still 
Have

Resources I Can Use 
to Learn More

• Bees fly from 
flower to flower.

• Plants need 
pollen to make 
fruit and seeds.

• Flowers contain 
pollen.

①What helps 
pollen stick to a 
bee?

②Why do bees like 
flowers?

③How does pollen 
help plants?

④How does pollen 
help bees?

• Books from the 
school and 
public library

• Credible online 
resources like 
National 
Geographic Kids 
or PebbleGo

• Ask an expert

Bees

Note: Your completed example may have different questions depending on what you wrote in lesson 2..



My topic: How Bees Help Plants

Source Facts, definitions, details, quotations, examples, or other information I 
learned from the text, in my own words:

Source:
“H

ow
 A

nim
als and Insects H

elp 
Plants”

Source:
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Teacher Model

②Bees like nectar from flowers, and when 
they’re there they get pollen on them.

③Pollen helps plants makes fruit and seeds 
to grow another plant of the same kind.
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Note: Your completed example will have different evidence depending on what you wrote in lessons 3 and 4.


